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BACKGROUND FOR NSC BRIEZFING ON THE BUDAN

The Ansar religious sect numbers some 1,500,000 and is headed
by Sayyid Abdul el Rahman al Mahdi ﬁﬂ‘lﬂ. Especially strong among the
wirlike tribes of the western Sudan, the Ansar might be able to assemble
a pars-military force as large as 4,000 men, The Ansar iz tied closely
to the Umma political party {(former prime minister Khalil is Ansar,
and most of the Umma political sirength im outside the major cities),
The Khatmia religious sect slso numbers about 1,500,000 and is

headed by Sayyid Ali al-Mirghani ). A lsrge part of its member-
ship is in the major cities, The Khatmie is tied primarily to the
People's Democratic Party, aithough & considerable number of its members
belong to the larger XNational Unionist Partiy,

Political pavties

The Abboud militery government has formally outlawed political
parties, hat the party leaders continue to have considerable potential
influence, Before the 17 November military coup, the two largest
parties were the Umma and the Hational Unionist, having about an equal

numbey of supporiers,

The Umma, the party of forwer prime minister Khalil, is very
conservative, shu;piy anti-Egyptian, and in favor of maintaining close
ties with the Western powers,

The National Unionist Party, The party of earlier prime minister

al-Azhari, 1s less counservative, neutralist in foreign policy, but has
elements which are pro-Egyptian, Several of ite leaders are receiving

clandestine subsidy payments from the UAR embassy.
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The smaller People's Democratic party was in rather uneasy parlia-

mentary coalition with the Ehalil goverament, It is less conservative
than the Umma, snd more neutralist; a few of its leaders are also
recipients of Egyptian stipends,

Tﬁﬁ‘ﬁnnther:uéiberal_ggrt; is the only other party of sigaificance.

It represents the megroid tribal elements in the three southern
provinces., 1lt¢s leaders stand for a greater degree of independence
and sutonomy for the Southern Region of the Sudan and usually advocate
a shift from union to federation of south with morth,

The Sudanese army

J¥ 830
Army strongth is 33,800, It is divided into five regional

commands (Northers, Western, Cemtrsl, Eastern and Bouthern), plus
the Khartoum garrison which includes an armored group. Headquarters
units for logistics, engineering and training are also located in the

Khar toun~-Ondurman area,

A scheduled rotationsl movement of battalions from the various
regional commands in the northern part of the country teo relieve
aimilar battalions attached to the southern command gave the
Commanders of the Northern and Eastern Commands their opportunity
to attempt the coup.

The total strength of the various Sudanese police forces is §,000,
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